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By 2 to 3 years old, the child should be able to: 
 

 Point to pictures of common objects when they are named. 
 Identify objects when told their use. 
 Understand questions and form “what?” and “where?” 
 Understand negative:  “no,” “not,” can’t,” and “don’t” 
 Follow a series of two simple but related directions. 
 Speak a vocabulary of >50 words. 
 Join vocabulary words together in two-word phrases. 
 Say their first and last name. 
 Ask “what?” and “where?” questions. 
 Make negative statements (example:  “Can’t open it!”) 
 Show frustration at not being understood. 

 
 
By 3 to 4 years old, the child should be able to: 
 

 Understand sentences involving time concepts (example:  tomorrow). 
 Understand size comparatives such as “big” and “bigger.” 
 Understand relationships expressed by “if,” “then,” or “because” 

sentences. 
 Carry out a series of 2 to 4 related directions. 
 Talk in sentences of four or more words: 

o Agent-action object (example:  “I see the ball.”) 
o Agent-action location (example:  “Daddy sit on the chair.”) 

 Tell about past experiences. 
 Use “s” on nouns to indicate plurals. 
 Use “ed” on verbs to indicate past tense. 
 Refer to self using pronouns “I” or “me.” 
 Sing primary songs and repeat nursery rhymes. 
 Be understood by strangers, but sound errors are still demonstrated. 

 
 
Children that are 5+ years old: 
 

 May receive speech therapy in the school system which is typically 
performed in a group of 4-6 children with similar deficits. 

 Could often benefit from additional one-on-one treatment outside of 
the school setting. 

 Are unable to receive summer therapy through the school system for 
carry-over of acquired stills. 



 Could benefit from being referred to a program that offers a 
complimentary adjunct to the services provided in the school systems 
both throughout the school year and over the summer months. 

 

Summary of Phonemic – Speech Development 
 

We realize that all children are unique and develop speech at their own 
pace.  The following chart describes the “average” age at which most 
children have acquired these speech sounds.  Please use this chart as a 
general guideline for identifying children with potential deficits and for 
making referrals: 
 
   

Age in Years Consonant Sounds 
3 Years Old p, b, m, n, w, h, k, d 
4 Years Old f, t, g, ng, y, sh, ch 
5 Years Old v, s, z 
6 Years Old j, l, r, th, zh, and 

blends 
 
 

 Vowels are usually developed by the age of 3. 
 A child with a lateral emission lisp should be targeted for therapy 

despite the age. 
 Children with multiple articulation errors should be referred for 

evaluation and phonological processing analysis. 


